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Fall Newsletter - December 2020

Apprentices Arielle, Tobey, River, Alastair, Andrew, and Addie testing a first skiff.

Looking for YES in a Season of No's
In many ways, the past eight months of
pandemic have felt like a season
of one “no” after another for so many of
us. What has helped us to approach the
new apprentice year and navigate all the
unexpected Covid-induced snags has
been to focus on where there is a yes in
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each situation.
Even offering our fall apprenticeship
under new conditions was a big “yes”;
we invited a smaller but dedicated cohort
of six apprentices to come for the
fall. Because of our shift to the fourmonth program format, we are able not
only to serve a second cohort of eight in
the spring, but also to run complete sessions without any breaks, with their
accompanying needs for travel and quarantine.
This fall we did many of the activities we always do, such as sailing adventure
days and solo weekends on islands. Our options were often limited by the new
constraints of the pandemic, throwing us interesting curve balls to negotiate. It
was tempting at times to be frustrated by what was no longer possible; this is
where focusing on the “yes” in each situation became a sustaining practice.
The outcome may have looked different that what we were used to, but we
also became more reliant on our friends, more creative, and more appreciative
of things we had perhaps taken for granted. Like many of you, we have even
discovered some new opportunities.
Ultimately, we feel very lucky to be able to live together in such a rich little
community when so many people are isolated. As we head into a challenging
winter, we know that we will all encounter new tests. We are so grateful for the
support of our community, and we strive to provide support in turn so that
collectively we weather these challenges with resilience and grace.
Sarah Highland
Interim Director

Fall 2020 Apprentices:
Tobey Meyers: Hello there, my name is
Tobey Myers and I'm a interdisciplinary
artist from Baltimore Maryland. I love to
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work with my hands, and that takes on a
variety of forms - from designing
experiemental parade costumes, to
training dogs how to walk well on leash,
or to refinishing antique furniture. Even
though I grew up on the coast, I know
very little about boats, but I do have a
very deep love for the ocean. Learning
how to build and sail boats is truly an excellent combination of my interests! I
am so grateful to have the opportunity to advance my woodworking skills, as
well as to learn and play with the (smaller than usual) boat shop community.
Even though there's only six of us here right now, we're still getting an awful lot
done! Including the launching of our two Monhegan skiffs, which was truly one
of the most rewarding experiences that I can remember. And while I'm a bit sad
to be leaving the boat shop family in December, I am very excited to continue
on with a fresh woodworking skill set, as well as a better understanding of what
I love to do.
Andrew Smith: I moved to Maine this summer
after 17 years in San Francisco working in
kitchens and bakeries. I knew I still wanted to
work with my hands but in a new way, in a way
that made sense in Maine. It has also been a
long-term dream of mine to learn how to sail and
coming to the Carpenter's Boat Shop has been
an ideal place to further my experience. I chose
to build a hollow wooden surfboard as my
capstone project and the process has been an
invaluable learning opportunity for me. It has been fascinating and at times
frustrating to so quickly butt up against my limitations as a woodworker. I feel
so grateful for the support the larger Boat Shop community has shown me in
making this time possible.
Areielle Edelman: I’m coming to the
Boatshop from Brooklyn, New York.
Before arriving here I worked in film
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production, making documentaries
and commercial work (yuck!).
Although I still love storytelling and
media, I came to the boat shop
because I was feeling disillusioned
about the necessity of making
commercial work to fund
documentaries, and wanted to explore
woodworking and a different kind of
craftsmanship. I’ve felt so humbled by woodworking since getting here and
have been blown away by the amount we’ve had the opportunity to learn, as
well as the amount I still have yet to learn! Between learning about boat
making and restoration, other skill-shares (like felting, spinning, knife handle
making, tanning hides, weaving baskets, wilderness skills and more), and just
exploring other parts of Maine from Squirrel Point Light to Mount Blue, I’m so
incredibly grateful to be here, even when I feel downright TIRED from doing so
much! I’m looking forward to sticking around Maine after the apprenticeship
and getting to meet and befriend FOBs (and being an FOB myself!).
Alastair Last: I came here from the UK. When I
applied to the apprenticeship I was working parttime as a van driver in London and felt pretty stuck. I
have been interested in boats since 2016, and
began learning to sail and visiting boat yards. This
progressed into wondering if I could somehow work
with boats, but I had been unable to find a way-in as
I had no applicable skills. To have started a
trajectory that felt out-of-reach is very liberating.
Recently I have been in the restoration shop, and
last week I repaired a splintered mahogany transom. We also went to Round
Pond to drop the moorings for the winter. I’ve never lived near the sea, despite
being from an Island, and each trip to Round Pond amazes me. Dropping
those moorings was the first time I’d handled weird intertidal creatures – the
rope was a foot thick with sea squirts, beneath which were ragworms, and on
closer inspection the whole thing was wiggling with minute skeleton shrimps
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(those identifications are mostly thanks to ‘The Edge Of The Sea’ from the
Library here).
River Gish: I came here looking for an
opportunity to prove to myself that I can
make beautiful things with my hands. I’ve
been an actor my whole life, and I have
enjoyed the performing arts a great deal, but
I have always been afraid of trying my hand
at creating anything physical. I also grew up
sailing occasionally with my father, and I
wanted to spend some meaningful time
learning more about boats.
I have so enjoyed getting to spend such quality time with the folks living here. I
learn so much every day, whether it be about cooking, carving, or chess. I think
being able to support the folks I live and work with by knowing them as well as
I’m able to is the best part of being at the boatshop. That, and the baked
goods. Can’t forget the baked goods.
Addie Cutshall: I've lived in Maine for
the majority of my life. I've been working on
organic farms for the past few years and am
always trying to learn new crafts. I came to
the Boat Shop to develop woodworking skills
and continue to grow my relationship with
the place that I love. There are an endless
amount of learning opportunities here and
I've explored things I never expected (like
forging, felting and stick framing) but living in
community has been the most surprising and
rewarding part of the apprenticeship for me. I tend to move through life in
relatively small circles and was worried about navigating the group dynamic.
I'm happy to say that over the past few months I've developed many new
friendships and witnessed the beauty in intentional community living. While it
hasn't all been easy, I feel very grateful to be here with such cool and
talented friends. I can't wait to see what comes next for us all as we navigate
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life beyond the Boat Shop!

Gifts Handmade by the Friends of the Boatshop
Our generous volunteers have been hard at work this fall sprucing up the
campus, doing repairs, and making beautiful products to sell to benefit the
Boat Shop. Stop by our showroom to shop for bentwood Shaker oval boxes,
trays, toys, and more.

Welcome Back!
We have benefitted tremendously from the return of two beloved
Boatshoppers: Lynora Stallsmith, Apprentice Year 2017 - 18, is now teaching
skiff-building, engaging us in thoughtful after-meal reflections, and sharing her
hand-craft skills after hours in her new role as Journeyworker. Jim Austin has
blessed us with his teaching support and sage guidance, both in the shops and
out. Jim taught at the Boat Shop on and off for many years and led our Board
of Directors last year. We are so grateful for his warm presence in the shops
and at the table.
Jim has lately been working in the Restoration
Shop helping Kiran and the crew to refurbish
Breezing Up, a Haven 12-1/2 that he built at the
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Boat Shop many years ago for a local customer.
The boat was donated back to us seven years ago
and became part of our sailing fleet. Now she is
being made ready for a new home.

If you are interested in this classic Haven 121/2 (a Joel White design modeled after the
Herreshoff 12-1/2), please contact us at
sarah@carpentersboatshop.com.
We send our warmest wishes for the coming Winter Solstice, Hannukah,
Kwanzaa, and Christmas holidays. We are so grateful to you our community,
and for your support that enables us to offer transformative programming
opportunities.

Donate HERE to Support our Program
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