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Folk who come to the 
Carpenter’s Boat Shop know how  
often I  use the word perfect.  
“Oh,” they will hear me say,  
“That job is perfect,”  or  “that 
transom you are working on is 
perfect.”  And when I say that I 
mean it, not so much in the way 
that we understand it in the 
English language, as much as it 
was understood in the Biblical 
manner.  You see the word 
perfect comes to us from the 
Greek word teleios meaning to 
fully realize the purpose for 
which it is planned or designed.    
A sculpture is teleios,  perfect 
when its purpose is achieved.  A 
transom which a boat builder is fashioning is teleios,  perfect when  it has fulfilled the desired mission or purpose for which it is being 
created.  

When an apprentice therefore is working on a transom  and I come along and say, “ that transom is perfect” I don’t mean that it is the 
very best  transom that I have ever seen or will ever see in my lifetime.  I simply mean in the Biblical sense that the transom has 
reached the purpose for which it was created.    A “perfect” transom then is when an apprentice has put his/her best effort into the 
piece of work,  and created a  transom that will fulfill its intended purpose and  mission.   

And so as our 12 apprentices conclude their  boat shop year,  it is my hope and prayer  that each will do a “perfect” job.  It is my hope 
that all will fulfill the mission and purpose for which they have come to this boat shop.  It is my hope that  all will gain in confidence, 
skill, and courage; but far more that all will become more peaceful, thoughtful and loving in their journey through life. 

             Robert Ives

Perfect

If I could give you three things
I would give you these
Song and laughter and a wooden boat
In the shining sea

   - Gordon Bok



From left to right front row:  Bill Grogan, Kenneth Kortemeier, Serafina Kiran, Darin Carlton, Steve Kennick (Sitting on grass),  
Stacy Pavich,  Zach Reidman,  Sarah McCarthy, Heather Borkowski, Robert Ives, Mariellen Whelan
Back row:  Paul McEvoy, Melissa Keevil, Scott Brandenburger,, Kendra Marchi, Bob Kline, Laurie Stallings, Wayne Roberts, 
Matt Novak, Elaine Latham, Mike Dixon, Stephanie Delano.  Not present is Hannah Doherty.

 It is with deep sadness that we inform our friends of the death 
of Phil Douglas.   Phil held the distinction of being at the Boat 
Shop longer than any apprentice.  He was with us for 18 years.  
Phil came in 1989,  through a program called Mobius.   He  was 
in a wheel chair all his life, but he was never limited in his 
ability to bring joy, laughter, and abundant love into the minds 
and hearts of all who knew him.   Blessings on you always Phil, 
and thanks for the remarkable blessing you provided all of us at 
the Boat Shop.  

In Memoriam

Phil Douglas

Boat Shop Family, Apprentices, and Friends

Photo provided by family



Because of the kindness and generosity of hundreds of individuals the new Workshop of the Carpenter’s Boat Shop is actually 
nearing completion.   Over a year ago our courageous Board of Directors initiated a Capital Campaign for the Boat Shop which 
had as its primary  goal the building of a new, safe place for the work, woodworking, and ministry of the Boat Shop.   We are 
thrilled to announce that we hope to use the new shop for our summer programming at the end of June.  
   
 We, of course, still have miles to go before this all becomes completed. At the present time stairs are being worked on and fire 
escapes completed.  Shelving is being built and work benches constructed.  All is being finished so that this beautiful new 
Workshop will be able to be the principal place for the building of boats, the making of furniture, and the fashioning of lives into 
ones of thoughtfulness, kindness and love as apprentices learn and eventually set sail on their next journey in life.        

And so we take this time to thank you for the help and contribution that you have made to this effort.  It is a joy to see this 
wonderful, new building each day.  It is a far greater joy to know that it is because of kindness and friendship of people like you 
that we will be able to continue our  work and ministry for years to come.     

We hope that in the days and weeks ahead you will stop by to visit the Boat Shop, and see for yourselves what you all have 
helped create.  We are deeply grateful. 

   We’ve Come A Long Way !!

Fall 2004

Spring 2007

Photo by Wayne Roberts

Photo by Paul McEvoy



The following summer Workshops still have a few openings.   People who wish  to attend should sign up as soon as 
possible.   If there is any need for a scholarship, please let us know and it will be provided.   A $100.00 dollar deposit 
will secure your position.

Cost:   $350.00 for Commuters.   $600.00 for Campus residents   There will be an extra charge for wood used in the 
Shaker furniture class.  
Schedule and Instructors: 

June 24-30 - Shaker Furniture Class  - Bob Ives, Clint Schaum, David Andrews - Instructors

July 8-14 - Traditional Boat building - Bob Ives - Instructor

July 15-21 - Traditional Boat Building - Bob Ives- Instructor
 
July 23-27 – Small Projects Woodworking Class  (i.e. Wooden Spoons and                                                                                              
Swedish Snap Boxes.)  - Kenneth Kortemeier- Instructor (photo to right
 is representative of items that could be made during this workshop).

Summer Programs at the Carpenter’s Boat Shop - 2007

Mike Stevens and Bruce Langford with cradle 
boat completed in the Fall of 2006

Matt and Laurie plank a Catspaw sailing dinghy



Crooked Farm Update

Melissa and Heather getting into gardening

Spring snow and heavy rain will keep us from getting into 
the garden to plant peas and lettuce as early as we did last 
year. Heather Borkowski has been very busy starting seeds 
each week in the Fossett Farmhouse basement under the 
grow lights.  Heather will be returning to Washington state to 
continue farming on San Juan Island this summer.  Laurie 
Stallings and possibly one other apprentice from this year 
will join me in the garden for this  growing season.  Also, 
Jessica Sloan, a former apprentice, will be here for an 8 week 
internship during June and July.  Jess is studying sustainable 
agriculture at Berea College in Kentucky, and she will 
receive credit for her research done at Crooked Farm on pest 
management.  It will be great to see Jess and Russ (a former 
apprentice and instructor) this summer.

Each growing season we improve the farm program greatly.  
We are eating garden produce from last season well into the 
winter.  There is also pesto, dill pickles, dried beans, and 
tomato sauce remaining for this spring.

We enjoy visitors down at the garden, either for a short chat, 
to see the garden, or to help pull weeds.  Anyone who might 
have unused canning jars, or used nursery “potting 
containers” of any size, would be encouraged to drop them 
off, as we can our produce and start all our plants from seed.

 Have a great summer !!

    Bill Grogan

Except where noted, all photos in the 
newsletter were taken by Paul McEvoy of 
this year’s apprentice class.  We are deeply 
grateful for his time and talents.

Melissa and Hannah  with their  nearly 
finished skiff

Round our skiff be God’s aboutness,
   Ere she try the depths of sea,
      Seashell frail for all her Stoutness,
         Unless Thou her Helmsman be.
  
      Scottish prayer



The Carpenter’s Boat Shop
440 Old County Road
Pemaquid, ME  04558

Wish list

Boats and furniture for sale

We are deeply grateful for your continued support of the 
work, life, and ministry of the Boat Shop. Any tools you 
might be willing to offer or even purchase on our behalf 
contribute tremendously to the on going education of our 
apprentices and the carpentry work they do.

1. Stop Saw (newest technology for improved safety in table 
saws)
2. Festool ½ “ Router
3. Festool PSB 300 EQ Jigsaw
4. Heavy duty C & F style Clamps
5. Powermatic Belt/disc Sander
6. Toro Lawn and Garden Tractor
7. Toro Lawn mower – 24”, 3-5 H.P.
8. Any second hand boat (even fiberglass) for oar and sail 
that we can refurbish or resell. 

Phone:  (207) 677-2614
E-mail:  boatshop@carpentersboatshop.org
Web:  www.carpentersboatshop.org

Catspaw dinghy -with sail and oars  $7600.00
Matinicus peapod -with oars  $6800.00
Monehegan skiffs - various configurations
with oars    $1300-$1650
Pal Skiff     $1800.00
Ladder back chairs   $  350.00
Adirondack chairs   $  150.00
Double Adirondack chair   $  300.00

From left to right:  Melissa, Stacy, Paul and Darin


