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Boat Notes

The Newsletter of the Carpenter�s Boat Shop

Fall 2007

Greetings:

     In his Four Quartets written in 1943, T.S.Elliott wrote, �There is a still point in a turning world.�  I have always loved that 
simple, yet profound phrase.  Amidst the whirling of our daily lives,  it seems that we are in need of that �still point,� that peace 
which nurtures and sustains.  And whether we call that still point God, or sanctuary, or the ground of our being each of us needs 
to have daily time to re�ect, renew,  and refresh our lives from the well spring that nourishes, enriches, and provides  peace to the 
turbulence in our turning worlds.   
 
     In a small sense that is what 
the Boat Shop year is all about.  
It is a still point for people of all 
ages to come and gain a firmer 
footing, a clearer vision, a deeper 
understanding of the path and 
course of life to which they are 
called.   The journeys  from which 
our apprentices come are all so 
unique, but it remains our fervent 
hope that each will gain in skills 
of woodworking, boat building, 
sailing, seamanship, gardening, 
cooking,  re�ection,  and social 
service so that peace is deepened,  
vis ion is  widened,  courage 
strengthened,  and love broadened 
as each sets sail on a new journey 
in life. 

    We have a wonderful group of apprentices this year who hail from Manitoba, Canada to Sheepscott,  Maine.  Apprentices 
range in age from 20 to 60,  and are a vigorous and thoughtful crew.  Just last week we concluded a delightful two day  sail 
training trip around the islands of Muscongus Bay. It was a great time of learning  and growth for us all. 

   And so as we commence our 29th Boat Shop year,  we would like to express our deepest thanks to you who read this 
newsletter for your continued support, encouragement, and love.  We are off to a wonderful new start, and although this year 
is so remarkably different for me, I  am grateful that the sadness of the past blends into the beauty of each day,  bringing a 
sense of hope and peace. Thank you for your calls and letters of comfort  and solace over this dif�cult year.  I am forever 
grateful.   Blessings on you all,  and may that still point of God�s peace remain and abide with you always.

- Bobby Ives

God’s peace is not a mystery, but can be discovered daily  through work well done, 
life well lived, and people well loved.
	 - Anonymous 

Sailing on Muscongus Bay




